The spirit of Africa - WALA on tour from Ghana
An exciting West African percussion and dance group from Ghana, Wala give a high-energy and dynamic performance featuring drumming, dance, percussion and soaring vocal harmonies, capturing the spirit and essence of Ghanaian culture. This year the group is touring Australia for the sixth time as a five piece ensemble featuring 2 dancers, new shows, and the launch of their 3rd CD – “Anukwale” presenting a fresh new line-up as well as some old favourites!

Original members Odai Nmai and Robert Nii ‘Aflah’ Hammond have spent the last year in their homeland of Ghana, auditioning new members and rehearsing exciting new shows following the departure from the group in 2005 of drummer Isaac ‘Tuza’ Afutu who is now living in Sydney and establishing a solo career. From their 2006 tour of Australia Wala are proud to include new members, percussionists Abli and Ago, and the awesome visuals of dancer Akaa. They have been performing together since 2004, with the Australian tours being the culmination of 2 years of creative collaboration, writing new music and songs for their latest CD, and choreographing new dance routines.
Wala means ‘life’ in the local language of their home town of Nungua, and the suitability of this name becomes clear as you experience them in action – loving and celebrating life through music! Surrounded by about twenty drums played with hands, feet and sticks, bells, shakers, and explosive dance presentations, Wala bring their instruments to life as they share a mix of traditional Ghanaian music and dance depicting the stories and rich heritage of their ancestors, blended with their own refreshingly original compositions.

Wala have performed in Perth, Adelaide, Melbourne, Canberra, Sydney, Byron Bay, the Gold Coast, Brisbane, the Sunshine Coast, and North Queensland, surprising and delighting audiences with their passionate performances and motivating workshops.

Headlining at the Woodford Folk Festival in 2001 and 2002, other highlights of their tours have been performances during Peace Week in Cairns, the Mackay Festival of Arts, Kulture Karnivale in North QLD, Bellingen Global Carnival, Brisbane's 'Riverfest' and ‘Southbank on New Year’s Eve’ along with the Judith Wright Centre,  Sydney Festival's 'Global Village' on New Year’s Day, The Boite’s Museum series in Melbourne, the Brisbane Ethic Music and Arts Council’s ‘World Music Café’ series at the Queensland Performing Arts Centre, Kulcha Multicultural Arts of WA, and the Fairbridge and Harboursound Festivals in WA. 

Wala have also presented interactive performances to thousands of school children. The impact that an experience of a lifetime can have on a child is summed up by this recent comment from a 7 year old…..‘I felt the music inside me – I opened my mouth and swallowed the music’!

Wala excel at teaching percussion, dance and singing through their various workshops to the community, at festivals, schools, universities, their intensive learning camps, and private tuition. Classes are tailor-made to suit the individual requirements of their students and are suitable for all levels of experience, from the amateur enthusiast to the professional.

Visually outstanding and thoroughly entertaining, Wala’s sheer exuberance, zest for life and warmth is an opportunity to experience an unforgettable display of African music and culture that will leave your heart singing! 

For more information visit Wala’s website www.walaislife.com
